
   

 
 

Winners Announced at Third Annual Wave of Opportunity Pitch Competition 
Bermuda’s Entrepreneurs Take Center Stage in Celebration of Innovation 

 
Hamilton, Bermuda — November 18, 2025 — The Bermuda Economic Development Corporation 
(BEDC), in partnership with Global Atlantic, is proud to announce the successful conclusion of the 3rd 
Annual Wave of Opportunity Pitch Competition, held on Monday, November 17th, 2025, at the 
Hamilton Princess Hotel & Beach Club. 

 
The sold-out event, hosted by Jamel Hardtman, was held as part of Global Entrepreneurship Week 
Bermuda. It drew an enthusiastic audience of 212 attendees, who gathered to cheer on nine dynamic 
finalists as they pitched their business ideas live for a share of $125,000 in total funding. 

 
The event was also live-streamed on BEDC’s YouTube channel, attracting over 930 views and allowing 
the broader community to experience the excitement and support Bermuda’s emerging business talent 
in real time. 

 
Darryl Herrick, President of Global Atlantic Re and Co-Head of Reinsurance, reflected on the evening, 
stating: “Each year, the Wave of Opportunity Pitch Competition highlights the incredible vision and 
determination of Bermuda’s entrepreneurs. Seeing these finalists bring their ideas to life is both 
inspiring and energizing. The creativity and drive on display reflects the best of Bermuda’s business 
community. Global Atlantic is proud to continue our partnership with the BEDC to help foster and 
support local business owners.” 

 
Finalists representing both the Youth Category and Main Category presented innovative business 
concepts, demonstrating clear vision and commitment to contributing to Bermuda’s economy. 

 
Judges for the 2025 competition included: 

• Youth Category Judges: Ondreyah Rochester, MSME Officer, BEDC; Lee Simmons, Board 
Chairman, BEDC; An-Wanae Butterfield, AVP, Legal, Global Atlantic; Lynn Superina, VP, Bermuda 
Controller, Global Atlantic; and Shauntia Steede, Head of Business Banking, HSBC Bermuda. 

• Main Category Judges: Daniel Woods, Managing Director, Compound Property Group; Talia 
Simons, Global Investor Servicing Lead, Mt. Logan Re.; Patrice Tucker, Office Manager, Global 
Atlantic; Kimani Ngugi, Associate, Finance, Global Atlantic; and Pamela Alexander, Head of 
Corporate Citizenship, KKR. 

 
After thoughtful deliberation, the judges selected the winners of the evening: 

• Youth Category Winner: Sydney West, Internship Insights Co. 

• Main Category Winners: Antonia Holder, DigiRoo; Tomika Pacheco, Off Grid RV; and Greg 
Wilson, Food Forest. 

 
The People’s Choice Award, determined by votes from both in-person attendees and online viewers, 
received over 450 votes and was awarded to Kamel Dickinson of Echelon for his outstanding pitch and 
community support. 



   
 

During the event, Minister of Economy and Labour, the Hon. Jason Hayward, JP, MP, shared that he was 
so moved by the strength of the pitches that he committed $5,000 to each of the remaining finalists. 
Although they did not take the top award, it was clear that their businesses were worthy of support and 
demonstrated real potential. The Minister’s decision gave these entrepreneurs an unexpected boost and 
ensured that every founder who stepped on stage walked away with meaningful help to move their 
ideas forward. 
 
Minister of Economy and Labour, the Hon. Jason Hayward, JP, MP, shared words of encouragement, 
stating: “Stay committed to your vision, stay close to your customers, and continue to build with 
integrity. Bermuda believes in you, and this Government will continue to support entrepreneurship as a 
pathway to shared prosperity.” 
 
Erica Smith, Executive Director of BEDC, reflected on the event’s success and the strength of the 
partnership with Global Atlantic, noting: “Each year, this competition reminds us just how much talent 
exists within Bermuda’s entrepreneurial community. We’ve seen past winners go on to expand their 
businesses, hire locally, and make a meaningful impact in their industries. The Wave of Opportunity is 
about creating access—access to funding, visibility, and the confidence to take bold ideas forward. 
We’re grateful for Global Atlantic’s continued partnership and proud of every finalist who took the stage 
this year.” 

 
The Wave of Opportunity Pitch Competition remains a cornerstone initiative in the ongoing partnership 
between BEDC and Global Atlantic, which provides vital funding, mentorship, and exposure to small 
business owners across the island. Together, both organizations continue to invest in Bermuda’s 
growing entrepreneurial ecosystem, helping to turn vision into opportunity and opportunity into 
success. 

 
With the 2025 competition now complete, the BEDC and Global Atlantic are already looking ahead to 
next year’s event. Entrepreneurs interested in participating in the 2026 Wave of Opportunity Pitch 
Competition are encouraged to stay connected through BEDC’s website and social media channels for 
updates when applications open. 

 
For more information or to watch the full 2025 competition replay, visit BEDC’s YouTube channel at 
www.youtube.com/@bedcbda, or learn more at www.bedc.bm. 

 
About BEDC 
Bermuda Economic Development Corporation (BEDC) is Bermuda’s premier source of free confidential 
business advice for entrepreneurs.  The mission is to serve Bermuda’s local business community with 
the highest degree of professionalism by providing, authoritative business advice, counsel and financial 
support. Bermuda Business Starts Here!  For more information, visit www.bedc.bm. 
 
About Global Atlantic 
Global Atlantic is a leading provider of retirement security and investment solutions with operations in 
the U.S. and Bermuda. As a wholly-owned subsidiary of KKR (NYSE: KKR), a leading global investment 
firm, Global Atlantic combines deep insurance expertise with KKR’s powerful investment capabilities. 
Together, they deliver long-term financial security for millions of individuals and risk-focused, client-
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driven solutions for institutions. With a broad suite of annuity, preneed life insurance, reinsurance, and 
investment solutions, Global Atlantic, through its issuing companies, helps people achieve their 
financial goals with confidence. For more information, please visit www.globalatlantic.com. 
 
Global Atlantic is the marketing name for The Global Atlantic Financial Group LLC and its subsidiaries, 
including Accordia Life and Annuity Company, Commonwealth Annuity and Life Insurance Company, 
Forethought Life Insurance Company and Global Atlantic Re Limited. Each subsidiary is responsible for 
its own financial and contractual obligations. These subsidiaries are not authorized to do business in 
New York. 
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